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What is bell dance7

Come see for yourself!

By Nicole Drumheller Gargus

Correspondent :
. At right, Ayshah, erganizer and
hen I first started looking into principal dancer at Ayshah’s Hafla,
bellydance, I learned vastly is all poetry in motion.
different stories and found Below, celebrated bellydancer B

: Vasha Halal, pictured here doing a
myself confused about what the difficul Gacktand wil 3k pork

historical truth of this ancient art at Ayshal’s Hafla,

really is. One of my college
professors told me that
bellydancing began in the
harems of the sultans, when

: hundreds of wives had to
compete for their husband’s affection.

A bellydance teacher told me it was a Gypsy
tradition where women danced to get coins
thrown at them by people passing by on the
streets, hoping to collect enough money to have a
significant dowry.

Some bellydancers have expressed to me with
sheer passion and sincerity that bellydancing
originated as a primitive birth ritual. Still others -
believe that this was the sacred dance of the
ancient Egyptian goddess Isis. After all of these
opinions and stories, I decided to focus on
bellydance in America — for it seems that the
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